In recent decades, organ transplants have developed into a successful therapy to treat organ failure.
methOdOlOgy

Setting
The study was conducted at a tertiary care hospital of North India from January 2016 to August 2017.
Design
The current research is a qualitative study with exploratory approach.
mAteRiAls And methOds
Data were collected through unstructured interviews. Data were collected through interviews with 59 family members who gave consent to organ donation of their family members. A purposive sampling method was used to extract information.
Statistical analysis used
Chi-square test was used for statistical analysis.
Results
Of the 59 next of kin who gave consent for organ donation interviewed, only 14 (23.7%) were aware of the concept of organ donation and 45 (76.3%) were not aware earlier, and they were apprised and motivated by the counselors for the cause. Of these 59 next of kin, there were 37 males and 22 females [ Figure 1 ]. However, 20 of these 22 females were not aware of the organ donation. Awareness among males was better as shown in Table 1 (Chi-test -4.153; P = 0.042). The next of kin giving consent (51%) were mostly spouses of the deceased organ donor. Most (81.3%) of the cases of deceased organ donation were medicolegal cases.
Among the study group, 73% were Hindu, 24% were Sikh, and 03% Muslim [ Figure 2 ]. The awareness among the next of kin was not found to be dependent on the religion of the family in this study as shown in Table 1 (P = 0.0538).
Most of the cases in which organ donation was performed were from the income group of > 45,000 INR [ Figure 3 ]. The awareness was dependent on the total family income (Chi-test 12.111, P = 0.007). As shown in Table 1 , 44.5% of those with total family income >45,000 INR/month were aware of organ donation, while none with total family income <15,000 INR and only 5% of those between 15,000 and 30,000 INR were aware.
Among those interviewed, most were primary educated, followed by graduates [ Figure 4 ]. As revealed by the study, the awareness was dependent on the education status of the decision maker (P = 0.014). Fifty-seven percent of those who were graduates were already aware of organ donation, and the level of awareness was much lower in other groups [ Table 1 ]. However, education does not seem to have an effect on the decision-making by the next of kin.
discussiOn
This study was conducted to assess the sociodemographic profile of the next of kin who actually gave consent for the organ donation of the deceased potential donor. It was intended to find out whether they were aware of organ donation before they had to actually go through the procedure and does the conversion in favor of the cause depend on their characteristics, so that appropriate target groups may be identified and relevant strategies may be deduced for further strengthening the program and bridge the gaps. Studies done in different parts of the country showed that awareness was higher in males and also increased with the level of education and socioeconomic status. [6] The data of the present study highlight that gender had a strong impact on the awareness of the organ donation [ Table 1 ], but not on the decision-making process. Similarly, total family income and educational level of the decision makers also had an effect on the awareness. However, though the illiterate and those with just primary education were not aware of the organ donation, the data showed that majority of those who eventually consented to donate organs of their loved ones were illiterate or those with primary education. That means if counseled and made aware, these groups acknowledge the benefits of the organ donation for the larger good despite Further study is needed to determine if interventions based on the characteristics identified in this study will increase consent to donation.
cOnclusiOn
Public education about organ donation to influence all parts of the society should be aimed at. Since the donation request usually occurs within the context of intense grief and despair, knowledge regarding demographic variables of decision makers of deceased organ donor helps to strengthen the counseling process and reduce ambiguity and conflict.
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